
H O M E  N OT E S  M AG A Z I N E

Man City Jokes (2026): 155+ Funny, 
Friendly Banter Lines, Chants and 
Nicknames

159 original puns, ready to copy

Football banter is a sport of its own. Here is a matchday programme of 155+ clean Man City jokes, 
with the real stories behind the nicknames, the bananas and the chants. It is for City fans, rivals 
and neutrals alike. All the jokes aim at the game and its habits, never at real people. If you like the 
wider game, our soccer puns page is the warm-up.

Quick summary
Man City jokes are light, friendly banter lines about Manchester City: the Citizens nickname, the 
inflatable bananas, Blue Moon, the Poznan celebration and the Manchester derby. This page has 155+ 
clean original jokes laid out like a matchday programme, plus checked facts on chants, nicknames and 
the club motto.

- 155+ original, clean Man City and derby jokes.
- Laid out like a matchday programme, from team sheet and programme notes to post-match captions.
- Real facts: Citizens, Sky Blues, Blue Moon, Poznan, the bananas, Maine Road, 93:20 and the 
Centurions.
- Light Manchester United and Liverpool banter, with no abuse.
- Updated 2026-10-24. Jokes avoid current-season claims that go stale.

Read the full guide with search, filters and FAQs: https://homespunsecret.com/man-city-jokes
Last updated 2026-10-24. Free for personal and classroom use. Please link back if you share.
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Team Sheet: Man City Nicknames and Funny Names
Every club has a few names. City supporters and players are the Citizens, often spelled Cityzens, and the club is 
also the Sky Blues. Fans also use playful ones. These jokes play with those names.

1. Man City have two nicknames. One is Citizens. The other is "Please don't ask about the banana."

2. Citizens of the pitch, unite!

3. The Sky Blues are the only team whose kit is also the weather forecast in Manchester. Sometimes.

4. Cityzens with a "Z" is the only thing at the club that's trying to be extra.

5. I asked a City fan what he does for a living. He said, "Citizen." I said, "No, your job." He said, 
"Citizen."

6. The club motto is Pride in Battle. The fans' motto is "Where is my banana?"

7. What do you call a City fan on a bus? A commuting Citizen.

8. My mate calls himself a Sky Blue. He is just a bit chilly.

9. The kit is the color of the sky, the sea and my sofa after a win. I own three of them.

10. Blue is the color of the sky, the sea and my sofa after City win.

11. A City supporter is easy to spot. He's the one saying "The gaffer knows" about everything, 
including the weather.

Programme Notes: Maine Road to the Etihad History Jokes
City began in 1880 as St. Mark's (West Gorton), became Ardwick, and took the name Manchester City in 1894. 
The club played at Maine Road from 1923 until it moved to the Etihad in 2003. For more jokes about the past, see 
our history puns.

12. City began in 1880 as a church team, St. Mark's. Supporters have needed faith ever since.

13. The club changed its name from Ardwick to Manchester City in 1894. Scarf makers have been 
grateful ever since.

14. Maine Road was City's home for 80 years. Granddads still give directions to it.

15. City moved from Maine Road to the Etihad in 2003. Some fans are still looking for their old seat.

16. Why did City move house in 2003? They needed more room for the bananas.

17. Moonchester and Moonbeam are City's mascots. They're the only two at the ground who never 
complain about parking.

18. My granddad still calls the Etihad "the new ground." It opened in 2003.

19. "Typical City" is what fans say when something goes oddly wrong. It's the club's unofficial weather 
report.

20. The 1999 play-off final against Gillingham went to penalties. Fans who were there still haven't sat 
down properly.

21. Every City fan over 40 has a story that starts, "I was at Maine Road when..."

22. City fans from the 1998-99 third-tier season say they were there before it was cool. Mostly, they 
were there when it was cold.

23. What's a City fan's favorite kind of history lesson? One with a happy ending in added time.

24. Moonchester looks like he arrived by spaceship, yet he still knows the quickest bus route to the 
ground.
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Pre-Match Man City One-Liners
Short and sharp, like a good through ball. Use them in a group chat or on a card. Fans of the other football, the 
oval one, will enjoy our rugby puns.

25. I love Man City. Which is a nice way of saying my weekends belong to the fixture list.

26. My team talk is simple: pass, pass, pass, goal. Some call it a plan. I call it Tuesday.

27. A City fan never says "I'm bored." He says "I'm playing the long game."

28. The best way to annoy a City fan is to say, "Nice pass." He'll say, "That was just the first of 47."

29. Match day: the only day when "ninety minutes" feels like a short time.

30. Our weather is always perfect for football. By perfect, I mean wet, cold and wonderful.

31. The fixture list came out. My calendar threw up its hands.

32. Why did the football team visit the bank? To get their balance back.

33. There's no such thing as a boring 0-0. Only a football match with extra suspense.

34. If you want to know the score, ask a City fan. If you want to know the passes, ask Pep.

35. My scarf has been to more games than my own family.

36. My matchday routine: same scarf, same seat, same nervous pie.

37. Team news is the only news I refresh more than the weather.

38. I set three alarms for a 12:30 kick-off. Football is the only thing I'm early for.

39. The walk to the stadium is the best part of the week, until the first goal.

The Banana Craze: Why Man City Banana Jokes Exist
City fans have waved inflatable bananas since the late 1980s. The craze began after fans nicknamed striker Imre 
Varadi "Imre Banana," and it grew into a matchday tradition. That story deserves its own set of jokes.

40. Bananas are the only fruit that can be seen from the back of the stand.

41. If you've ever wondered who sold the first inflatable banana, it was a very a-peeling idea.

42. At City, an inflatable banana is just a hug that never deflates.

43. Why did the banana go to the match? It wanted to see some top-peel football.

44. Other stands have drums. Ours have a six-foot banana.

45. Why do City fans love bananas? They go bananas for a good win.

46. Every stand needs a mascot. Ours is yellow, tall and doesn't need a ticket.

47. The stewards checked my bag. All they found was a banana, a scarf and a lot of hope.

48. The banana has good manners. It always splits when the game is over.

49. A banana at a football match is the happiest piece of fruit alive.

50. I tried to take my inflatable banana on the train. The train said, "Yes, but only if it's standing."

Blue Moon, the Poznan and Man City Chants
Blue Moon is the song most linked to City fans. The Poznan is the celebration where fans link arms, turn their 
backs to the pitch and jump. City supporters adopted it in 2010 after seeing Lech Poznan fans do it. These jokes 
are set to that rhythm.

51. The Poznan is the only dance where you turn your back to the action and still win the match.

52. Blue Moon, you saw me standing alone. Then 50,000 friends joined me.
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53. You haven't lived until you've done the Poznan with a stranger in a hat.

54. The Poznan is a dance with one rule: no one is allowed to watch where they're going.

55. Blue Moon is the only song where "without a dream in my heart" still sounds happy.

56. What did the moon say to the football fan? "You're out of this world."

57. When 50,000 fans sing the same song, even the pigeons hum.

58. At City we don't have a quiet stand. We have a "building up the volume" stand.

Half-Time: Pies, Tea and Matchday Food Jokes
The whistle blows for the break. Fifteen minutes, one queue and a pie that is either lava or ice. These jokes are for 
the concourse crowd.

59. Half-time pie rule: it's either lava hot or ice cold. There is no middle.

60. What do you call a nervous meat pie? A mince-ing wreck.

61. The half-time queue is the longest run of the day, and nobody even scores.

62. Half-time tea in Manchester is less a drink and more a hand warmer.

63. I missed a goal because I was in the pie queue. Now I eat before the match, like a professional.

64. Sharing chips with a stranger in the stands is the start of a beautiful friendship.

65. My mate checks the half-time score, the pie price and the weather, in that order.

66. What's a football fan's favorite pie? One that gets plenty of extra time in the oven.

67. Half-time lasts fifteen minutes. The toilet queue lasts sixteen.

68. The dressing room team talk is about tactics. The concourse team talk is about gravy.

69. I bought a hot drink at half-time. By the second half it was a cold drink with ambitions.

70. Half-time at a family match means one pie, three forks and a lot of crumbs.

Derby Day: Friendly Man United and Liverpool Banter
The Manchester derby is City against United, who play at Old Trafford and are known as the Red Devils. A 
Liverpool match is another big fixture. These jokes tease the clubs and the rivalry, not the people. For more rivalry 
fun, our football puns page is nearby.

71. A United fan and a City fan walk into a bar. The bartender says, "I'm neutral." They both ask for a 
recount.

72. The Manchester derby is the only game where both sides think they've won by half-time.

73. United have the Red Devils. City have the Sky Blues. Between them, it's a very colorful Sunday.

74. There's an old saying in Manchester: if it rains, the match is on. If it's sunny, the match is also on.

75. Why did the City fan bring a spare phone to the derby? So he could keep the group chat going.

76. Added time is the only part of a derby that both sets of fans think is too long.

77. A Liverpool fan told me, "You'll never walk alone." I said, "Great, I'll bring the banana."

78. At the Manchester derby, the only unbeaten team is the one that sells the scarves.

79. My granddad supports United. I support City. We both support dinner.

80. My United friend said, "We'll meet in the middle." The middle was a local cafe, with a tea and a 
long table.

81. The best derby is the one where the loser still helps carry the chairs.
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82. My United mate and I share a car to the derby. We don't share the radio.

83. Derby day in Manchester: half the city in red, half in blue, everyone in a coat.

84. The derby is the only match where my mum asks the score before she asks how I am.

85. A Manchester derby lasts ninety minutes. The banter lasts until the next one.

Away Days: Man City Travel and Coach Trip Jokes
Away fans travel the length of the country for ninety minutes. These lines are for the coach, the train and the cold 
corner of somebody else's stadium.

86. Away days are 90 minutes of football and six hours of motorway services.

87. Why do away fans sing so loudly? They want to be sure home can hear them.

88. The away end is always in the corner, in the wind and next to a pillar. We love it anyway.

89. Away fans are a family on wheels. The coach smells like crisps and hope.

90. I packed for an away day: scarf, coat, snacks, coat, another coat.

91. An away win tastes better, especially after a service station sandwich.

92. Our coach driver knows every word to Blue Moon. He has never been to a game.

93. My away-day playlist is the same chant on repeat.

94. What's an away fan's favorite map? One with a big blue dot on the stadium.

95. Away-day breakfast is a bacon roll at 6 a.m. and a strong opinion about the lineup.

96. You learn a lot on an away trip, mostly the names of strangers who share their crisps.

97. We lost away once and got home at 2 a.m. The banter lasted until 3.

Tactics Talk: Pep Guardiola and Passing Jokes
Pep Guardiola has managed City since 2016 and has made passing an art. These jokes poke fun at the style, not 
the man. Tactical jokes also work for any team that loves the ball. They pair well with a look at our basketball puns 
for another passing game.

98. A City pass is like a family reunion. Everyone touches the ball and nobody wants to leave.

99. The false nine is a striker who isn't a striker. It's like a spoiler who isn't a spoiler.

100. We keep the ball so well, the other team asked for a loan.

101. City's tactics board looks like a subway map. And just as confusing.

102. Possession is nine-tenths of the law. The other tenth is a throw-in.

103. A short pass is a friendly hello. A long pass is a very good letter.

104. The coach asked for one more pass. The captain said, "We've already got nineteen."

105. Tactics 101: if you can't score, pass. If you still can't score, pass again.

106. Why was the midfield so calm? It always kept its composure and the ball.

107. City's passing triangles are the only geometry I've ever enjoyed.

108. They say football is a simple game. The tactics board begs to differ.

109. If football were a book, City would be the one with a lot of chapters, and every one is about 
passing.
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Second Half: Comebacks, Added Time and 93:20 Jokes
City fans have a special bond with stoppage time. In May 2012, City beat QPR 3-2 with a winner at 93:20 to clinch 
their first top-flight title in 44 years. Since then, nobody in blue leaves early.

110. City fans know the game isn't over until the clock reads 93:20.

111. In 2012, City won the league in stoppage time. Since then, the car park stays empty until the 
final whistle.

112. My dad left the 2012 QPR match early to beat the traffic. He's been beating himself up ever 
since.

113. Why do City fans love added time? It's when the magic happens.

114. The fourth official holds up the added-time board, and 50,000 hearts hold their breath.

115. A late winner makes strangers hug like old friends.

116. I don't check my watch during a City match. My heart rate tells me the time.

117. Added time is football's way of saying, "Just one more thing before you go."

118. My nan only watches the last five minutes. She says that's where the stories are.

119. "Typical City" can mean a late collapse or a late miracle. Fans just wait to find out which.

120. What do City fans call the second half? The plot twist.

121. My season ticket includes 90 minutes of football and five minutes of not breathing.

Trophy Cabinet: Centurions, Trebles and Title Jokes
The trophy room has been busy. City reached 100 points in 2017-18, won a domestic treble in 2019, won the 
league, FA Cup and Champions League treble in 2023, and took four league titles in a row from 2021 to 2024.

122. City hit 100 points in 2017-18. Fans called the team the Centurions, and history teachers got 
very excited.

123. A treble means three trophies. City fans now count in threes, even at the shops.

124. City won four league titles in a row. My trophy shelf at home is jealous, and it only holds a 
bowling medal.

125. Why did the trophy cabinet join a gym? It needed to handle more weight.

126. The parade bus had more fans than seats and more confetti than sense.

127. Every young fan dreams of lifting a cup. Most practice with a cereal bowl.

128. My cousin polishes his replica trophy every Sunday. The real ones have staff for that.

129. In 2023, City won the league, the FA Cup and the Champions League. Fans needed a bigger 
fridge for the celebration snacks.

130. I tried counting City's trophies on my fingers. I ran out and borrowed my brother's hands.

131. What do you call a trophy that tells jokes? A cup of laughs.

132. Between 1976 and 2011, City didn't win a major trophy. Older fans still dust the cabinet out of 
habit.

133. A trophy lasts forever. The photo of your dad crying at the final lasts even longer.
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Full Time: Man City Jokes for Kids and Neutrals
Not everyone follows a club. These jokes are for kids, neutrals and anyone who just likes a laugh at the final 
whistle.

134. Why did the football go to the doctor? It was feeling a bit deflated.

135. What's a goalkeeper's favorite snack? Cross-bar chocolate.

136. Why do stadiums never get lonely? They have 50,000 friends round on a Saturday.

137. Why did the striker bring a pencil? He wanted to draw the game.

138. The best goal is the one your little brother celebrates by running in circles.

139. My dog supports City. He just likes to chase the ball.

140. What do you call a team that plays in a flood? Water-polo.

141. A goal is a sentence that ends with a bang.

142. At full time, the fans clap. At home time, the dads sleep.

143. The ref blew the whistle. The dog barked. We all learned something.

144. Why was the goalkeeper so good at parties? He never let anything get past him.

145. Why did the corner flag get a medal? It always stood its ground.

146. My little cousin's first football chant was "Goal!" She shouts it at every bus.

147. Why are wingers good bakers? They always put in a good cross.

Post-Match: Man City Captions, Cards and Gift Lines
The match is over, but the photo still needs a caption. These short lines suit social posts, birthday cards and gifts 
for a Citizen.

148. Blue skies, blue scarf, Blue Moon.

149. Caption: Voice gone. Heart full. Train delayed.

150. Matchday with my favorite Citizen.

151. Card text: You're the sky to my blue.

152. Caption: Came for the football, stayed for the banana.

153. Proud Citizen, rain or shine. Mostly rain.

154. Birthday card: Another year older, still singing Blue Moon off-key.

155. Mug text: Superbia in Proelio. But coffee first.

156. Caption: Sang every word. Knew about half of them.

157. First match, first scarf, first Blue Moon. A Citizen is born.

158. Gift tag: For a fan who's always over the moon.

159. Caption: Post-match analysis: we won, I'm hoarse, the pie was hot.
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Frequently asked questions

What is Man City's nickname funny?
The official nicknames are the Citizens and the Sky Blues. Fans often write it "Cityzens." A funny fan twist is 
"the Banana Brigade," a nod to the inflatable bananas. It is a playful label, not an official one.

What do Man City call their fans?
Fans are usually called Citizens or Cityzens. Some also call themselves Blues. Visiting fans and rivals have 
their own banter, so ask around before using a nickname.

What is Man City's catchphrase?
The club crest carries the Latin motto Superbia in Proelio, which means Pride in Battle. Fans do not share 
one single catchphrase. The best-known fan song is Blue Moon.

What is a famous Manchester City catchphrase?
The crest motto, Superbia in Proelio (Pride in Battle), is the best documented. Fans also add their own 
slogans, which change by season. We avoid quoting any we cannot source.

What's a funny soccer joke?
Try "Why did the football go to the doctor? It was feeling deflated." You'll find more on our soccer puns page.

What are some funny soccer jokes?
Short ones work best, such as "Possession is nine-tenths of the law. The other tenth is a throw-in." Browse 
the full set above or visit our football puns page.

What do people call Man City?
Most people say City, Man City or Manchester City. The club's nicknames are the Citizens and the Sky Blues.

What do they call Manchester City?
The full name is Manchester City Football Club. Fans say City, the Citizens or the Sky Blues.

What is Man City saying?
As a club, the motto is Superbia in Proelio, or Pride in Battle. In the stands, you will hear Blue Moon, the 
Poznan chant and club-name chants. Wording on social media changes often.

What do Man City fans chant?
The most famous song is Blue Moon. Fans also do the Poznan, a celebration where they link arms, turn their 
backs to the pitch and jump. They adopted it in 2010 from Lech Poznan supporters.

What is the City City chant?
We could not find one single, widely documented "City City" chant. Fans often repeat the club name in 
rhythm, but the best-known and best-sourced song is Blue Moon.

What is Man City's quote?
The crest motto, Superbia in Proelio (Pride in Battle), is the safest quote to use. We do not attribute quotes to 
players or managers unless we can cite them.

What are Man City players called?
Players are usually called City players, Citizens or the Sky Blues. Fans also use each player's own name or a 
short nickname.

Why Man City banana?
The inflatable banana tradition began in the late 1980s, when fans nicknamed striker Imre Varadi "Imre 
Banana." The craze grew from there and became a matchday tradition.
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Are these Man City jokes safe to share?
Yes. They are clean, avoid abuse and do not mock real people. They tease the club, the tradition and the 
rivalry in a friendly spirit.
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